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September 19, 2011 
 

Chairman Heiden called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. Roll call taken with Heiden, Kowalski, 

Reliford, Mueller, and Dumas present.  

 

Dumas read the August minutes for the regular meeting. After Clerk Brown mentioned some 

possible changes to the minutes; Mueller made a motion to change a portion of the second 

paragraph to the following “telecommunication tower on Sheridan Road.” and “Dumas asked 

former Sheridan Road resident Pat Powers …” Reliford seconds the motion. With all in favor, 

motion carried to change the August minutes as corrected.  

 

Heiden asked for any matters pertaining to the general public. Doug Porrett of 4040 Emmett 

Road and Conrad Zwiernik of 4064 Emmett Road ask the planning commission about a property 

transfer of a 10.19 acre parcel to be split into a 7.5 acres to be attached to the strawberry farm 

and the remaining 2.5 acres to leave to the homeowner. Porrett presented the planning 

commission with a map of the parcels to explain how the properties connect. He also stated that 

he spoke with the land split officer and was directed to the planning commission. Heiden asked if 

the planning commission could review the situation for the next meeting and ask Porrett to 

present a hardship list and a statement of intention to stay in aquiculture to the October meeting. 

Heiden asked Dumas to add the property transfer to the October agenda. There are no other 

matters pertaining to the general public.  

 

Heiden opened up discussion about the amendments to the Zoning Map where Clerk Brown 

presented a list of questions pertaining to the maps in the Master Plan and Ordinance Books. She 

pointed out several labeling mistakes such as Craven Road is labeled Carmen. She will also 

continue to search former meeting minutes for information on when a portion of the Commercial 

on Bryce and Sheridan were changed to Agricultural. After a very lengthy discussion the 

planning commission and the Township Clerk will continue to seek an updated map from St. 

Clair County. However, the planning commission will continue with updating the Zoning Map 

with the section that is currently labeled MHP on Breen Road between Bryce and Rynn Roads. 

Thus, Dumas made a motion to amend the Zoning Map which is currently label MHP to the 

following: 

     Section 19 SE corner currently labeled MHP to AG 

     Section 20 SW corner currently labeled MHP to AG 

     Section 30 SE and NE corners {to the Railroad Tracks} currently labeled MHP remain MHP  

     Section 29 NW corner currently labeled MHP to C 

     Section 29 SW corner {to the Railroad Tracks} currently labeled MHP to R 

Mueller seconds the motion.  With all in favor motion, motion carried.  

 

Heiden requested for an open hearing to be posted and scheduled for October 17, 2011 which 

includes the amendments to the map and to the following ordinances:  

   

Deer processing ordinance Section 4.03 of Article 4 Paragraph 21 to read as follows:  

21.  A small meat processing business for the processing of deer meat, provided the deer   

       is already gutted and adequate provision is demonstrated for the disposal of the deer  

       carcass, and subject to home base businesses, refer to Section 15.06. 
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Addition of Paragraph 4 to Section 13.08 for Review of Wireless Telecommunication 

Uses which reads as follows: 

 4.  Addition or modify to existing wireless telecommunication towers refer to Section  

     13.03 Data Required.   

 

Heiden asked if anyone had any other business to present to the planning commission.  Kowalski 

stated that he attended a trustee retreat in Cadillac, MI.  Medical Marijuana was a topic during 

the retreat and it was indicated that medical marijuana is targeting townships and areas that take 

the wait and see method to the situation. Mueller stated that Article 9.02 Commercial covers 

Medical Marijuana and an up to date map Zoning Map is the solution. Clerk Brown stated that 

since that planning commission just approved the master plan that all maps within the master 

plan are considered current.  There was no other or new business.   

 

Correspondences received by: 

 MTA: Capital Currents  

 Plains Pipeline, L.P. – Pipeline Safety 

 Article: Rep Miller Tours Michigan Wind 2 Site in Sanilac County 

 MTA: Online Learning Portal 

 Nickel & Saph, Inc. – Defend Your Community with Sound Planning and Zoning 

Decisions 

 Article: Michigan Court of Appeals Outlaws Medical Marihuana Dispensaries, Patient-

to-Patient Sales. 

 

Kowalski moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. Mueller seconds the motion. Motion 

carried.  

 

Recording Secretary of the  

Emmett Township Planning Commission, 

  

 

Susann J. Dumas 


