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August 22, 2011 
 

Chairman Heiden called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Roll call taken with Heiden, Darga, 

Reliford, Mueller, and Dumas present.  

 

At 7:04 pm Heiden began the Open Hearing for SMJ Air Advantage – Application for Site Plan 

Approval. Scott Hampton a representative of SMJ Air Advantage gave a brief presentation on 

the proposed changes to the existing telecommunications tower on Imlay City Road. Additions 

of 12 to 18 additional antennas are proposed. There will be no lights or height changes made to 

the tower and the 5’x7’ concrete pad will be updated with small equipment cabinet and backup 

generator. The goal was to bring wireless internet into Emmett. Heiden ask the public for 

comments. Don Webber an Imlay City Road resident since 1993 spoke about concerns with 

radiation from the tower.  He presented pictures of the area surrounding the tower and stated that 

there are no trees or growth in the area. He also showed a picture of a sign posted near the tower 

which is not visible from the road. The sign says, “Beyond this point Radio frequency fields at 

this site may exceed FCC rules for human exposure. For your safety, obey all posted signs and 

site guidelines for working in radio frequency environment. No Trespassing.” Webber is 

concerned with the radiation and how it will affect his family. The planning commission 

reviewed all pictures and information given by Webber. Dumas asked resident Pat Powers if he 

had any issues with the tower.  Powers indicated that he has no problems with the tower. The 

planning commission carefully reviewed all ordinances which apply to the Site Plan Application. 

Heiden stated that the frequency from the tower is FCC regulated, but would like to know the 

amount of radiation admits. Mueller made a motion to approve the site plan with contingent upon 

continuous maintenance, repair, and security of the existing fence and screening in accordance 

with the Emmett Township Ordinances and to provide the township with the total amount of 

radiation the tower admits. Reliford seconds the motion. Heiden asks for a roll call vote: 

Mueller-yes, Reliford-yes, Dumas-yes, Heiden-yes, Darga-yes. After careful consideration the 

planning commission approved the Site Plan Application from SMJ Air Advantage with 2/3 

vote, 100% approval. Dumas made a motion to close the open hearing at 8:12 pm. Mueller 

seconds the motion. With all in favor motion carried.  

 

At 8:18 pm Chairmen Heiden began the regular meeting. Dumas read the July minutes for the 

regular meeting. Mueller made a motion to accept the minutes of the July meeting as read. 

Reliford seconds the motion. With all in favor, motion carried. 

 

With all planning commission members in agreement, Dumas will provide the Township Clerk 

Brown with information to schedule an open hearing on September 19
th

 for the following 

amendments which were approved at the July 18, 2011 planning commission meeting:   

 

Deer processing ordinance Section 4.03 of Article 4 Paragraph 21 to read as follows:  

21.  A small meat processing business for the processing of deer meat, provided the deer   

       is already gutted and adequate provision is demonstrated for the disposal of the deer  

       carcass, and subject to home base businesses, refer to Section 15.06. 
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Addition of Paragraph 4 to Section 13.08 for Review of Wireless Telecommunication 

Uses which reads as follows: 

 4.  Addition or modify to existing wireless telecommunication towers refer to Section  

     13.03 Data Required.   

 

Heiden opened discussion about the updating Zoning Map in the Emmett Township Ordinance 

Book. Mueller stated that he believed the section that is currently labeled MHP on Breen Road 

between Bryce and Rynn Roads is out of date and sections of this area should be changed to AG 

(agricultural), MHP (mobile home), C (commercial), and R (residential). Mueller also stated that 

the C (commercial) property on Bryce near Sheridan should be changed to AG. After discussion 

Dumas made a motion to amend Zoning Map which is currently label MHP to the following: 

 

  Section 19 SE corner currently labeled MHP to AG 

  Section 20 SW corner currently labeled MHP to AG 

  Section 30 SE and NE corners {to the Railroad Tracks} currently labeled MHP remain MHP  

  Section 29 NW corner currently labeled MHP to C 

  Section 29 SW corner {to the Railroad Tracks} currently labeled MHP to R 

 

  Also change the area which is currently designated as C in the SE corner of Section 21 to AG 

 

Map has been highlighted to indicate proposed map changes. Mueller seconds the motion. With 

all in favor motion passed. Dumas will forward all information to Clerk Brown to schedule open 

hearing on September 19
th

.  

 

Heiden moved to table and remove from the agenda the Ordinance Allowing Operation of Off 

Road Vehicles from St. Clair County Board of Commissioners until the county makes a 

discussion.  

 

There was no other or new business and no matters pertaining to the general public.  

 

Correspondences received by: 

 MTA: Capital Currents  

 Vector Pipeline  

 Enbridge  

 

Mueller moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m. Darga seconds the motion. Motion carried.  

 

Recording Secretary of the  

Emmett Township Planning Commission, 

  

 

Susann J. Dumas 


