
Minuteg of the ~mmeH Townghip Planning Commiggion 
~epfember 21. 2009 

Chairman Lottie called the meeting to order at 6:55 pm. Roll call taken with Lottie, Mueller, 
Heiden, Reliford, and Dumas present. 

Lottie informed Dumas of the changes made to the format of the agenda. Thus, the approval of 
minutes has been moved to the first item under the business session. 

There were no matters pertaining to the general public. 

Dumas read the August minutes for the regular meeting. Heiden corrected a typing error of the 
word resent to resend. Thus, Mueller made a motion to accept the minutes of the August meeting 
with the correction. Reliford seconds the motion. With all in favor, motion carried. 

Presentation of "Emmett Township Mastering the Update Process" was given by Geoffrey 
Donaldson of the St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission. He presented everyone in 
attendance with a flow chart on Adoption/Amendment of a Township Master Plan and 
Power Point handouts of his presentation. Donaldson clarified the process of amending the master 
plan with everyone in attendance. He suggested that to eliminate confusing in the future to amend 
the master plan first then proceed to amend the zoning ordinances pertaining to those master 
plan changes. Since, the master plan and zoning ordinances have two different amendment 
procedures; mixing the two processes creates confusion on the intention of the Emmett Township 
Planning Commission with the Metropolitan Planning Commission. It was then noted that the 
Metropolitan Planning Commission will send a comment to the Emmett Township Planning 
Commission pertaining to the Farmland Preservation and Heavy & Light Industrial master plan 
changes. Thus, Lottie stated that the Emmett Township Planning Commission will wait for the 
comment then schedule the public meeting. Lottie also inquired about the status of the 
amendment to the ordinance on Accessory Buildings and Solar Collectors. Donaldson was unsure 
about the status of the amendment but was willing to take a copy of the information to the 
Metropolitan Planning Commission office. Thus, Dumas assembled a packet of all information 
pertaining to the amendment which was previously sent to the Metropolitan Planning Commission 
and presented it to Donaldson. Mueller inquired about the increase in foreclosure issues SUGh as 
unsafe abandon homes. Donaldson invited everyone to the land bank authority presentation on 
October 14, 2009 which discusses the tax foreclosure process and options on the treasurer 
purchasing the property. Lottie stated that the Emmett Township Planning Commission would 
wait on the discussion of foreclosure issues after more information has been received from the 
Metropolitan Planning Commission. Dumas then gave Donaldson a copy of the E-Letter pertaining 
to foreclosures. In the conclusion of Donaldson's presentation; he explained that the Metropolitan 
Planning Commission offers other services such as geographic information and reprinting of 
ordinance books. Thus, the Emmett Township Planning Commission can contact Bill Kaufman 
about reprinting the zoning ordinance book 
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There was no additional information on the Michigan Citizen Planner course; Planning 101, since 
Township Clerk Brown whom was present; stated that the board has not discussed the approval of 
the purchase. 

With the new business of reviewing the rules on easements; Lottie stated that it will be discussed 
at the next meeting in October as old business. 

There was no other business. 

Correspondences received and presented to the Planning Commission: 
1. 	 Michigan State University, Planning & Zoning Center at MSU; Zoning Administration Certificate 

Program. 
2. 	 Montgomery Associates, Inc., Urban Planning Consultants; infonnative letter - Mussey 

Township Planning Commission is preparing new master plan. 
3. 	 St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission Fall Workshop; October 29th registration 

$10.00. 

Mueller moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 pm. Reliford second the motion. Motion carried. 

Recording Secretary of the 

Emmett Township Planning Commission, .. 


J&warnfY/ ~.l2wm~ 
Susann J. Dumas 
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